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The Season of Mists and Mellow Fruitfulness
… Well, that’s how John Keats describes autumn! At the moment, I’d say it was becoming a season of
sudden downpours and a definite chill in the air. Although the extreme sudden downpours seem to be
reserving themselves for the time that parents are picking up at 3:30pm, playtime and lunchtime haven’t
been affected too much … yet! It does remind me, though, that all children need to have a hooded, named,
waterproof jacket in school every day. Children need to run around in the fresh air and playtime continues
in damp weather and mild rain.
Packed Lunches
More and more children seem to be bringing in sweets as part of their packed lunches. As well as being
against the school’s own rules, this makes it difficult for other parents wanting to pack a healthy lunch – I’m
sure you can imagine the conversations at home … “EVERYBODY else has a KitKat/Mars Bar/Aero/
Gobstopper!” or “You are the meanest mum in the world, because you won’t let me have Haribos for lunch!”
From now on, if a child does manage to sneak a packet of sweets into their lunchbox, our supervisors will
remove them and leave them in the office to be collected by a parent at the end of the day. That way they
can be enjoyed on the way home and domestic bliss can be restored to families.
Teachers Do Not Bite
You may have noticed that, despite rain, heat, cold and every variant that the British weather can throw at
us, our teachers hang around outside at the end of the day. They wait outside so that, once the children
have been dismissed, they can be available to chat to parents, explain things or sort problems. They don’t
bite, if there is something you need to find out about, please ask … or they might get lonely!
Strike Action by Members of GMB and Unison
On Tuesday 14th October, some members of GMB and Unison are taking strike action. We are doing
everything we can to remain open to children on that day. The only thing that would force a shutdown would
be if we were unable to guarantee the safety of children. So far, we are confident that we will be open as
usual. In the unlikely event of circumstances changing, parents will be notified by text and via the web-site.
Once a Week Peek
Please have a quick look tonight, it only takes a few minutes. If you are not sure how to look or what you are
looking for, Mrs Ahmed is happy to help.
Year 6 – School Journey Payments
Thank you for your responses regarding the School Journey and for those of you who have paid your £50
initial deposits. Please note that this initial deposit must be paid by the end of this week. A second payment
of £50 is due by the end of the autumn term. Payment receipt cards will be issued shortly; please include
your payment card with all payments. Don’t forget that payments can be made in instalments.
Prayer Group – A Message from Mrs Pearson
Praying Parents will be meeting on Wednesday 15th October at 9am in the office area. If you would like to
come and pray for our children, staff and school, please feel free to come and join us. Thank you.
School Uniform Sale – A message from Mrs Hempstock
There will be a further Foundation Stage second hand school uniform sale next Wednesday after school
outside Yellow Class.

Learn about… PE, Physical Activity and School Sports
I have been made aware that there is a perception that PE lessons get missed when there are rehearsals for shows. The reality is
that, yes, some lessons do get missed for rehearsals but PE is not singled out. Children are more likely to comment to you if
their PE is missed or changed from indoor to outdoor, but, if you think about it, the whole school could not have been doing
PE at the same time anyway. Talking about this in the Parent Consultation Follow Up Meeting, did make me think that most
parents would be unaware of the role PE and Sport play in our school.
As far as the curriculum is concerned, all children receive two hour long PE lessons each week. Games lessons can be learning
basic skills such as throwing, catching and tagging or playing games such as cricket, netball, tag rugby or hockey.
Indoor PE can be dance or gymnastics but in some classes it gives way to swimming or outdoor, adventure activities (such as
Cuffley Camp, Year Two Sleepover). For the first time this year, we will be committing a lot of resources into sending Years
Two and Three for swimming lessons. Year 5 have always had swimming lessons and this will continue as usual.
Extra-Curricular Activities
As well as PE lessons, children are encouraged to be active at play and lunchtimes. Infants have bikes and scooters, wobble
boards, skipping ropes and tennis racquets to name but a few! Juniors play football, cricket and have a world of balls, ropes,
jumping balls and other things to play with. As I wrote in last week’s newsletter, sports coaches are also working with our
lunchtime supervisors and Young Leaders.
We run a range of sports clubs at lunchtimes and after school. At this moment in time, we have Contemporary Dance,
Football, Hockey, Netball, Running, Multisports and Gymnastics. We are even planning to have a sports club catering for
children that do not like sport and physical exercise!
Competitive Sports and Tournaments
Mr Floyd is our PE Leader and he makes sure that St. Michael’s is represented in every borough tournament that it is possible
to be in. For example, last year we had a teams at the Cross Country, District Athletics, Football, Hockey, Tri-golf and Netball
competitions. Enfield run inter-schools leagues for netball and football and we have teams in both of these. Our children also
enter dance and gym festivals on a regular basis as well as any borough wide special events such as last year’s ‘Tour de
Enfield’ and this year’s ‘Road to Rio’.
Sports Coaches
Because we value sports and physical activity so much, one of the new things we have introduced is the use of sports coaches
to cover classes when their teaching teams need to meet together. Rather than bring in supply teachers, we employ enough
coaches to give a whole year group at a time quality sports coaching.

PTA News
Quiz Night - Saturday 18 October 2014, 7:30pm
If you haven’t sorted out your team yet, don’t delay as the spaces really are filling up very fast. Please get
your forms in as soon as possible. If you need another entry form, please ask at the school office or email
lucy.culora@hotmail.co.uk.
PTA Meeting – Wednesday 22 October, 7:30pm, at school
Please come along to one of our thrilling PTA meetings - find out more about our exciting plans and have
your say in the future direction of the PTA.
Jumble Sale – Saturday 8 November 2014
Let the PTA help you de-clutter your home. Clear out your cupboards and bring your unwanted stuff to
school for the jumble sale. Don’t worry if your home looks a bit bare after the clear out. Just come along on
the day and buy somebody else’s stuff to fill up your empty space again!
Christmas Fayre - Saturday 6 December 2014, 12 noon to midday
You really don’t want to miss out on another sparklingly successful Christmas Fayre. Save the date now and
make sure you come along to meet Father Christmas himself and enjoy lots more fun besides.
If you'd like to be involved in the planning team for the fayre please email lucy.culora@hotmail.co.uk. We
appreciate that some parents/carers might not have time to commit to planning meetings, so please feel
free to just email Lucy with any ideas or suggestions you might have. Thanks.
Community News
Please contact the office if you would be interested in reduced price tickets to see ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’
at St Albans Arena on Saturday, 6th December – a parent has 4 tickets which they can no longer use.

