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Guinea Pigs for Sale!
The owner of Gillian’s Riding School is doing our Year Fours a big favour, so we are doing
something for her in return. She has some baby guinea pigs for sale at £12 each. If you think
you could provide a happy home for a guinea pig, please see Mrs Meager.
Morrisons ‘Let’s Grow’ Vouchers
If you are hoarding any Morrisons ‘Let’s Grow’ vouchers, please send them in soon. The deadline for
getting vouchers at the store is next Sunday, 26th October. The deadline for getting them to schools is
about a fortnight after that. We would be very grateful for a couple of volunteers to count the vouchers in
the week after half term – we can offer coffee and biscuits!
Once a Week Peek
This is a guinea pig, not a head louse. Head lice are much smaller and crawl around in
children’s hair. If you find something like this in your child’s hair … you really have got a
problem!
Half Term
Don’t forget that the school is closed next week for half term. Us poor teachers will be very lonely and sad
… still, it’s got to be done!
Year One Farm Visit
On the Wednesday after half term, Year One will be heading off to the farm to find out about
food: where it comes from; how it is grown/reared; how it gets to us and all sorts of interesting
things. If you haven’t sorted the permission slips, please do so as soon as possible. The
picture on the left is of a guinea pig…. for obvious reasons I did not want to put pictures of fluffy chicks
and skipping lambs!
History Themed Week
Straight after half term, we will be holding the first of this year’s themed weeks. There are so many
notable anniversaries this year: 100 years since the beginning of WW1, The 150th anniversary of the
founding of our school. Already teachers are sat in huddles planning exciting and innovative ways of
learning. No doubt, there will be some form of dressing up involved – be warned!
ParentView
ParentView is an on-line questionnaire designed to collect and publicise opinions about schools.
Prospective parents look at the information when deciding where to send their children and OFSTED use
it to judge whether or not an urgent OFSTED inspection is needed. We really would like to see every
parent respond. This way a true picture of the school can be formed. It is a very simple process.
1. You need to go to the School information tab on the school web-site
2. Then click on the OFSTED tab
3. Scroll down until you see ParentView
4. Look for ‘Give Your Views’
5. Either login or sign up by entering your email address – OFSTED will not send you any spam mail!
6. You will be sent a password; Use the email address and password to login
7. The questionnaire takes about 3 minutes to complete
8. The guinea pigs of happiness will be very grateful!

Parents’ Evenings Years 1-6: Advance Warning:
The teachers will be available to consult with parents on Wednesday 12th November from 4 – 7:30pm and
Thursday 13th November from 3:35 – 6:30pm. Sign-up appointment sheets will be available, under the
canopy, from 3:30pm on Monday 3rd November. If you do not usually do the school run, you can always
get someone else to sign up for you.
Reception Parents’ Evening is separate to this:
Tuesday 4th and Wednesday 5th November from 3:30pm
On both days:
3:30 – 4:00 pm
Mrs Davey will be delivering phonics and handwriting to enable parents to help their
child.
4:00 – 6:00 pm
Mrs Hempstock will be available to meet with parents informally to talk about how
your child has settled and their progress – no appointment necessary.
On this occasion, Yellow class parents will need to make an appointment. This will
enable Mrs Dew Jones to discuss both your child’s settling, progress as well as
plans for when she is on maternity leave.
The appointment sign-up sheet will be on Yellow Class’s noticeboard from Thursday
(30th October) morning.

Operation Christmas Child
Don’t forget that shoeboxes for Operation Christmas
Child are due in by Friday, 7th November, many
thanks.
For the Reception Classes: The Reception staff
team want to involve the children in putting together
Christmas Shoeboxes to send to this cause. We are
asking for small donations – as detailed here 

Poppy Appeal
We will be selling poppies in school after half term for a donation. Please place any donation in an envelope
marked ‘Poppy’ with your child’s name and class on it. Thank you. This year we also have a box of friendship
bracelets, bugs, rulers, pencils etc which are all priced between 50p and £1. These items will be available to
purchase after half term from the school office, after school.
Buttons
Don’t forget to bring in any spare black buttons for our themed week, many thanks, Mrs Mayho.

Sports Update
St Michael's Girls’ Football Team had
their debut match yesterday. They
played Forty Hall and everyone worked
very well as a team. They were
excellent sports despite losing 3-0 and
were celebrating Anna Hergenhan's
great performance in goal. This is the
first time St Michael's have had a girls’
football team in a competitive match,
and big thanks to Mr. Douglas for his
coaching and refereeing expertise!
Mr. Floyd.

Learn about… Communication between Home and School
As a school we communicate with parents in many different ways.
Immediate and Urgent
We use a text messaging service to send out urgent details when something out of the ordinary happens e.g. a club is cancelled, the
school has to close. Because these messages are usually urgent, we want people to actually read them. This is why we don’t send out
lots of trivia. When too many messages are sent, there is a temptation to ignore them.
Day to Day
In the mornings, parents wishing to speak to the Class Teacher or TA about urgent issues for the day are welcome to come in a few
minutes early and ask to speak to the teacher. Once the whistle has blown, messages or notes should be passed to the TA. At the end
of the day, all teachers bring their classes out and then stay outside for 5 – 10 minutes after the children have been dismissed. This is
the ideal time to approach teachers to chat or ask questions. It could be just a moment in the playground or it might be that you need a
longer chat inside.
It is just as important for parents to communicate with us as the other way around. It is always best to speak directly to the class
teacher as soon as a concern raises its head … that way, molehills don’t turn into mountains! Of course, should the molehill actually
be a mountain, it needs to be dealt with quickly!
In addition to the teachers being outside at the end of the day, I stay outside before and after school nearly every day. I don’t do this
because of my love of the English weather, I do it so that I can answer questions (or point people to the person that can answer!) or
give advice.
Weekly
The weekly newsletter is the main vehicle for passing on information about upcoming events and community news. In the newsletter
you will find reminders of trips, diary dates, health warnings, begging requests from the PTA, answers to questions that parents have
raised and all sorts of information pertinent to our school community.
Fairly Regularly
We hold Parent Information Evenings once or twice each term. Some of last year’s sessions were: ‘Helping Your Child with
Phonics’, ‘How to Get the most out of Home Reading Sessions’, ‘Keeping Your Child Safe On-line’, ‘Helping with Handwriting’
‘Maths for Very Young Children’.
Mrs Cordaro runs regular Coffee mornings, sometimes with input from specialists on specific issues (such as supporting children
through transition to secondary school or establishing bedtime routines) and sometimes as a place where parents can support each
other and discuss issues around life as a St. Michael’s parent.
As Necessary
When information about a specific activity needs to be passed on to parents of particular children, class teacher/s will write letters.
Usually these letters will contain information and, importantly, practical details such as clothing needed for a trip, cost of travel, need
for accompanying parents etc.
Teachers are always happy to talk to you about your child’s well-being or progress. All you need to do is talk to the teacher or phone
the school office to make an appointment after school. If teachers have concerns about your child, they will ask you to come in to
discuss their progress, behaviour or well-being.
Termly
Teachers send out a termly ‘Curriculum Letter’. This gives information about PE days, homework arrangements, topics being
covered in the coming terms and ways in which you can help your child at home.
Bi-annually
Formal consultation evenings or ‘Parents’ Evenings’ are held in the Autumn and Spring Terms. Information in the Summer is passed
on in the child’s annual school report and there is an invitation to come in to discuss the contents of the report.
Annually
At the beginning of each school Year, a list of dates for the year ahead is sent to all families. Of course, many trips and events have
not even been thought of at that point, but the list is as accurate as is possible. This year, we intend to do an updated list about half
way through the year.
Each Summer, we ask parents to complete a ‘Tell Us’ survey. This gives us valuable feedback. Many things have been improved as a
result of the ‘Tell Us’ survey. Some parents have suggested that we use this survey termly or twice a year.

PTA News
PTA Meeting Tonight, Wednesday 22 October, 7:30pm, at school
Please come along to one of our thrilling PTA meetings - find out more about our exciting plans and have
your say in the future direction of the PTA.
Quiz Night, Saturday 18 October
A big thank you to everyone who came along to the quiz night on Saturday. Great fun was had by all and
we made a profit of £620 that we will be putting to good use. Watch out for a PTA update letter after half
term outlining all the things we’ve been able to buy this year thanks to your support.
Jumble Sale – Saturday 8 November 2014, 10am to midday
Don’t forget to use the half term holiday productively by clearing out your cupboards. Please bring your
unwanted items in to school after half term and we’ll gladly sell them with pride at our jumble sale.
Christmas Fayre, Saturday 6 December 2014, midday to 4pm
Only 52 sleeps to go to the Christmas Fayre! Get the data in your diary now to make sure you don’t miss
out on this wonderful day. Even better, get involved by agreeing to help on a stall for an hour. Please
email rachael.ryan.ryan@btinternet.com if you’d like to help out on the day. Thanks
Children’s Disco – 21 November 2014
Please see the sheet sent out with this newsletter for details of how to get tickets for this exciting event.
Christmas Fayre Advertising
James Hayward Estate Agents have kindly agreed to sponsor our Christmas Fayre again. This means
there's a really easy way you can make £5 for our school. All you need to do is complete the tear off slip
below and a board will be put up outside your property two weeks before the Fayre and removed one
week afterwards. James Hayward then pay us £5 per board. If you live in a flat or a house, you can put
your name down for a board. You can even nominate friends and family as long as you have their
permission. Please help us by completing the tear off slip below.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Christmas Fayre Estate Agent Boards
I agree to have a board outside my property / another property* Address(es) inc. postcode:
1.
........................................................................................................................................................................

2.
.......................................................................................................................................................................

3.
............................................................................................................................. ...........................................

My name is .............................................................................................................................................
Child's name and class ............................................................................................................................
I have homeowner's permission.
I understand the board will be erected prior to the Fayre and removed afterwards.

Signed ..............................................................................

