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Welcome back to another wonderful year at St. Michael’s. Already the diary is brimming over with events
and fun weeks, visits and visitors, residential trips and INSET days! At some point we might even add a
bit of school work into the mix and another academic year will come and go! We have a fantastic team
here at St. Michael’s and we are all set to go from strength to strength. The staff would also like to thank
you for all the lovely end of term gifts that they received. They are very much appreciated.
Welcome to New Staff
This term we welcome Mr Papakyriacou and Mrs Sansford to our team. Mr Papakyriacou replaces Miss
Brown as Year Five’s class teacher and Mrs Sansford replaces Mrs Rochford Gardiner as a Teaching
Assistant is Reception. Mrs Rochford Gardiner is using her specialist skills as our Speech and Language
Specialist Teaching Assistant.
New School Website!
A very big ‘Thank You!’ to Mrs Leybourne who, even in the holidays, has
been working behind the scenes to get our new website up and running.
Thank you also to Year Four for creating the ‘Happy’ video in their
Computing lessons.
If you have not yet had a chance to browse, please have a look. I am
sure you will agree, it looks great and is much easier to use than the old one.
There are still a few bits and pieces to come – it’s not easy chasing up teachers in the holidays - and we
have already had a couple of ‘… why on earth is that in that zone?’ moments! If you find any issues, or
have suggestions, please let us know, preferably with a short written note that Mrs Leybourne can follow
up. Thanks.
Dates for your diary
Next week, along with your newsletter, you should receive a list of dates for the whole year. Please
extract it from your child’s bag and put it in a place where you can treasure it and refer to it often. Some
key dates and events are also on the website calendar and, as things are finalized, this will be refreshed
regularly.
Meet the Teacher Sessions
After the success of last year’s ‘Meet the Teacher’ sessions, we have decided to make it a regular part of
the school year. This year’s Meet the Teacher sessions will be held on Wednesday 17th September after
school. At 3:45pm each teacher (or Year Group Team) will give a 10/15 minute talk about life in their
classes and there will be 10 minutes for questions and/or chat. The sessions will be repeated at 4:15pm
so that parents with children in more than one class are able to attend each one.
Year Six Secondary Transfer
Even though we are a loving, Christian school, keen to nurture every pupil … we are very keen to get rid
of Year Six … we realize that Year Six will have to leave us at the end of the year. It is time for the whole
cycle of secondary school admissions to begin again! Over the following weeks, parents of Yr 6 children
will receive an array of booklets, letters, memos and forms. We will distribute each one as soon as we
receive it from the council. Please read them carefully! If, for any reason, you need help in understanding
or completing these forms, please let us know and we will try to provide support.
On Tuesday 16th September, there will be a parent information meeting in the Year Six classroom at 7pm.

Volunteers
We are lucky, at St. Michael’s, to have an established team of volunteer helpers, many of them
grandparents. A short meeting has been arranged for Monday, 15th September at 9:15am in the multipurpose room. All established volunteers and anyone that would like to start volunteering will be very
welcome. The purpose of the meeting is to express interest, discuss practicalities and refresh Child
Protection procedures. As is good practice at such meetings, we will drink coffee and eat Jammie
Dodgers!
School Dinners
Please remember that children may not chop and change from packed lunch to
school dinners or vice versa. The kitchen staff need to be able to do their ordering in
advance and accurate numbers are needed to prevent wastage – and to stop our
cook from blowing up due to stress!

Beginning and End of Day Routines
Now that 1G and 1D have become old hands at the whole lining up and going into school business, most
parents are standing back and letting them be very grown up and line up on their own. Thank you for this!
Two requests from teachers:
 Morning
o Once the bell has rung, please direct requests/information etc. to the Teaching Assistant rather
than the class teacher – the teacher should be taking the class inside promptly. From next
Monday, TAs will leave a clipboard and pen at the end of the line so that parents can write
quick notes such as Wayne is going home with Waynetta’s mum tonight. Confidential issues
should still sent in sealed envelopes / spoken about directly with the TA.
 Afternoon
o Whilst waiting behind the ‘magic line’ and keeping the playground completely clear, please
would parents agree with their children a place in the playground where their parents will stand.
This will help the children to spot their own parents easily. Some parents already have quite
ingenious waiting places! As we did last year, Year One will come out about 5 minutes earlier
so that they get to their parents before everyone else arrives.
Clubs
In the next week or two, some of the teachers will be deciding whether or not to run an extra-curricular
club. Details will be published on the website. If your child wants to join one of the clubs, we do ask that
parents collect children promptly after clubs, as staff still have their marking and classroom prep to do
once the club has finished. Unfortunately, it will not be possible for a child to keep their place in the club if
carers are late to collect them.
When clubs do start, we ask that parents do not wait anywhere inside the building – including the foyer –
the reasons for this are threefold:
 The buildings must be kept secure because of the after school childcare facility.
 The office staff find it difficult to work - and impossible to deal with confidential matters - when the
foyer is full of people.
 In order to keep the school safe and secure - we have had a series of petty thefts by people who
stroll in and out of the building safe in the knowledge that everyone will just assume they are
parents with a legitimate reason to be there.
A fourth and final reason is that children, who are quite capable of changing themselves for PE, should be
able to change themselves for Ultrasports or any other sport club.
Netball Club
Netball Club will start next Tuesday, 16th September after school for Years 5-6. The children should ask
Mrs Meager or Mrs Gilligan for a letter if they are interested in joining.

Hockey Club
Hockey Club is starting next Thursday, 18th September after school for Years 3,4,5,6. The children can
ask Mr Floyd for a letter with further details, including equipment required, from the end of this week.
Running Club
Running Club will now be on Mondays after school, starting from Monday, 15th September. This is open to
Years 4, 5 & 6 and letters will be available from Mr Floyd shortly – previous members will also be asked to
complete a new form to ensure all details are up to date.
Code Club
Code Club starts again for Years 5/6 on Thursday, 18th September. Those children who had places last
year are welcome to continue and there may be a couple of slots available for children wanting to start.
The children should see Mrs Hillier if they are interested.
Possible Lunchtime Drama Club
A lunchtime drama club has been proposed. Anyone who thinks their child might be interested should
drop a note to Mrs Underwood via the office by the end of this week. There would be a small charge, as
the club would be run by an external company. Initially this is aimed at the Juniors.
Parentpay
Some of you may have noticed that your children are still showing in last year’s classes on Parentpay and
that the Universal Infant Free School Meals entitlement is not yet showing for the Infant children. We are
aware of this issue and are liaising with Parentpay to resolve it. This should be in place by the end of the
week.
New School Lunch Menu
Enfield Catering Services will be uploading our new school menu onto their website by Monday where it
will be available to view via www.myschoollunch.co.uk/enfield. Next week is Week 3; there is a three
week cycle. There is a link to the website and the menu page on our website under Parents Info
tab/school meals.
EASS Music Lessons
EASS music lessons start on Monday, 15th September as follows:
Monday – Drums and Clarinet/Sax/Recorder
Tuesday – Keyboard/Piano
Wednesday – Keyboard/Piano and Guitar
Thursday – Keyboard/Piano and Clarinet/Sax/Recorder
Friday – Violin
Please note: The children’s days/slots may have changed for piano/keyboard, so please can all the
children bring their books and music in on Tuesday and Wednesday when they will receive their times
from the Piano/Keyboard teachers.
Cornerstones
Cornerstones is back at St Michael’s Church Hall from Thursday, 11th September, 6pm-8pm, for
Years 3-8. £1.50 entrance.
Morrisons Vouchers
We are collecting Morrisons Gardening Vouchers again this year – there is a box in the office for the
children to post their vouchers, many thanks.

PTA News
A warm welcome to the 2014/15 school year. We hope everyone enjoyed a wonderful summer break and
are now eagerly anticipating another exciting year full of fun packed PTA events! We have plenty of things
to offer - you might want to get some of these in your diaries now...

Quiz Night - Saturday 18th October
Back by incredibly popular demand - quiz night will yet again be an evening of laughter, merriment and
intellectual humiliation. (Miss Matthews read this and commented “Let’s see how the PTA themselves
do!!!”)
Children's Winter Disco - Friday 21st November
A grand night out for the kids in the splendid company of Captain Fantastic.
Christmas Fayre - Saturday 6th December
It may seem a long way off, but we have just received official confirmation that the great man himself will
be there. Yes, Father Christmas was so impressed by last year's Fayre, he's definitely returning. Don't
miss your chance to meet him. Save the date now.
PTA Fundraising
We've been putting the money you help us raise to good use. Class reading books, arts and craft
resources, reception play items and storage units, sports and outdoor equipment, music and theatre
events and much more have been funded. You may well have also noted the major play activity project
that is now underway in the junior playground - this is being part funded by the PTA.
Another major project we'd like to fund is an outdoor teaching area including a cycle-powered radio
station. The children can broadcast their own radio shows to the school community and eventually to the
wider Enfield community through web streaming. This exciting project should have great benefits for
supporting the science curriculum and teaching the children about sustainable energy. More importantly it
should be great fun for them. Rachael Ryan has kicked off the fundraising for this project by doing a
sponsored cycle from London to Brighton last Sunday. She completed the ride in 3 hours 47 minutes. If
you're impressed by this record breaking time* you can still donate until the end of September at
https://mydonate.bt.com/events/rachaellondon2brighton. If you have already donated - many thanks for
your support.
[*record breaking for St Michael's PTA!]

